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Minutes of a Meeting of the Parochial Church Council 

on Wednesday 9th June via Zoom 
 

Attendees:  Anne Barker, Valerie Baxter, Gary Buckley, Helen Goepel, Andrew Horn, Michael Johns-
Perring, Andrew Miskin, Toni Mitchell, Dan Nmadu, Katherine Reed (minutes), Robert Stanier (Chair), Ian 
Wilson, Eileen Wingrove. 
 
1.  The Vicar welcomed the PCC and gave an opening prayer. 
 
2.  Apologies:  Diana Lewis, Rod Pearson, Jackie Robbs, Michael Smith, Hugh Evans, Clare Chesterman 
and Mary Elliott. 
 
3.  Approval of minutes of previous meeting  
The PCC approved the minutes of the meeting of 12th May. 
 
4.  Matters Arising 
Charities and Social Action Committee (CSAC) fund:  Toni Mitchell submitted the terms of reference for 
the CSAC.  The committee decided to postpone the decision on the amount of funding until September, 
after the results of the stewardship campaign are known. Stewardship campaign:  The campaign begins 
next Sunday.  Letters will be posted to over 200 members of the congregation.  The letters will include 
descriptions of how to give talent, time, or money.  A stamped envelope addressed to the Treasurer will 
be enclosed.  Members will be asked to return a survey explaining how much they intend to give.  This 
will offer the Treasurer more information about when money is expected each month. 
 
5.  Confirm appointment of PCC Secretary and Treasurer 
The PCC unanimously confirmed the appointment of Katherine Reed and Andrew Miskin.  
 
6.  Confirm individual spending delegations and delegation to the Standing Committee 
The PCC agreed to keep the same spending delegations as were decided in October 2020:  
The Parish Administrator £100 
The Vicar £200 
The Curate £200  
The Churchwardens £100 each 
The Standing Committee can approve any payment made within budget.  Payments outside budget 
need PCC authority.   
 
7.  Review bank signatories  
The PCC decided to renew Gary Buckley, Andrew Horn, Andrew Miskin, and Jackie Page as bank 
signatories. 
 
8.  Confirm Deanery Synod members 
Because Deanery Synod members are ex-officio members of the PCC, and cannot hold two seats on the 
PCC, Ian Wilson resigned his elected membership to the PCC.  He will remain on the PCC as a member of 
the Deanery Synod.  The PCC accepted his resignation. 
 
9.  Annual Review of subcommittee membership and terms of reference 
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Subcommittees reporting to the PCC consist of the Standing Committee, Audio-Visual, Discipleship, 
Welcome, Charities and Social Action, Social Events, Children, Property Management, Lettings, Finance 
and Income, and Environment.  The Vicar and the PCC Secretary will meet tomorrow to review 
subcommittee membership.  The Social Events and Children Committees are presently in flux. The 
Property Management Committee needs more members.   
The Standing Committee includes the Vicar, Robert Stanier, the Secretary, Katherine Reed, the 
Churchwardens, Mike Smith, Diana Lewis and Rod Pearson, the Treasurer Andrew Miskin, and PCC 
members Andrew Horn and Dan Nmadu 
 
10. Covid assessment: discussion of state of play in country and with services: what is the right 
balance of online vs offline for the summer. 
The Vicar asked the PCC to break into small groups to discuss how comfortable members are with 
services as they stand presently.  Should the Church move ahead with a return to normal or wait for 
government guidance.  Is the PCC comfortable with a 10-person choir, when technically amateur choir 
should only be six? 
The first group felt comfortable with services at present and wanted to wait to see what is announced 
about loosening restrictions on 21st June.  Surge testing in Kingston is targeted toward unvaccinated 
young people.  Opinions are still mixed on screens versus service sheets.  Some people feel 
uncomfortable touching things. 
The PCC in general felt that the church should not go back to more stringent restrictions.  If cases 
increase again, it would be acceptable to refrain from starting new initiatives.  The PCC would be sad not 
to start the children’s choir, though admitted that the children’s choir is risky.  It may be preferable to 
cut rehearsals to 45 minutes.  Most participants in both 9.15 and 11.00 services have double vaccines so 
the risk level is lower.  In summary, the PCC wanted to continue in an opening direction. 
 
11. Review of Parish activities and forward planning 
The Vicar asked for suggestions on how to welcome Janice Price back as a full-time deacon.  While 
moving USPG to June is a good suggestion, that would put a charity appeal in the middle of the 
Stewardship campaign.  The Vicar plans to mark Janice’s stole liturgically on 20th June.  A gift of a 
communion set for taking communion to sick would be appropriate in the future.  
 
11.  Urgent AOB  
The Treasurer asked the PCC to approve payment for new accounting software.   The firm he works with 
plans to charge £15 per month for the new system.  Andrew Horn noted that he had just done a 
comparison for his business and discovered that the going rate for accounting software is £30 per 
month.  The PCC approved the payment.  Gary Buckley proposed, Andrew Miskin seconded and the PCC 
approved a payment of £200 plus VAT to our website developer for a website upgrade.   
Next month the Vicar hopes that the PCC can meet in St Marks in person.  That and the social event 
planned for Tuesday 22nd June at 8.00 in the Vicarage will wait upon guidance from the government.  
Next month’s meeting will be chaired by Michael JP. 
Michael Smith submitted the following update on the Property Management Committee:  Rod will meet 
our architect Sue Kent on 22nd June at St Marks to inspect the guttering   and will complete a 
specification report which Rod will use when obtaining quotes.  Also, the committee is looking at the 
back hall at St Marks which needs re-decorating. It’s a short job.  Michael will set things in motion when 
he return this Friday. 
 
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 14th July, 2021 at 8.00pm at St Marks or via Zoom invitation. 


