Sunday 29th December 2019
1st Sunday of Christmas
08.00
11.00

BCP Holy Communion – St Andrew’s
Choral Eucharist with baptism –
St Andrew’s

Tonight is our candle lit Carol service at 6pm at St Mark’s
Church. For all Christmas service times please pick up a
leaflet or visit www.surbitonchurch.org.uk.
Thank you: to all who have helped so far in hosting our
school carol services. More than 3,000 children and adults
have visited our church for carol services so far this month
(even if the best carol service comes tonight!)
Christmas is coming! We need teams of people to welcome
and help before and during the extra services at Christmas,
specifically the Christingles at 3.30pm and 5pm at St
Andrew's on Christmas Eve, Midnight Mass at St Mark's and
then the 10am service at St Andrew's on Christmas Day. No
experience required! Please contact Anne Miller (020 8398
8206 /a.miller573@ntlworld.com) if you can volunteer for
one or more of these and/or have any questions. Thank you.
Christmas Cards: The Christmas post box is at the back of
St Andrew's and ready to receive your cards. Please make
use of this for cards to regular members of the congregation
and ensure that all cards are clearly marked with a full
name. Thank you.

Sunday 22nd December 2019
4th Sunday of Advent
Services Today

08.00
9.15
11.00
18.00

Please recycle with pew sheet when you are
finished with it

BCP Holy Communion – St Mark’s
Family Worship– St Mark’s
Choral Eucharist with Sunday ClubSt Andrew’s
Carol service – St Mark’s

The Parish Office Closed from Monday 23rd Dec –
Tuesday 7th January

Christmas flowers: It’s the time of year for us to ask if
you would like to make a donation towards the cost of
decorating both churches with flowers for the Christmas
celebrations. Contributions should be given to Anne Barker or
Jackie Page or any of the Church Wardens. Thank you for
continuing to support the decorating of both churches.

Christmas Eve 08.50

Are you available to transport guests to and from this year’s
Parish Christmas Day lunch? It would also be helpful if
you are only able to do one way. Please contact Mike Smith
to confirm your availability. His (new) e mail address is:
mjs25smith@outlook.com or home 0208 399 8865.

Christmas Day 08.00

The Parish Christmas Day lunch has been allocated
December for Green Token donation at Waitrose. Please
pick up your token when you shop at Waitrose and put in our
slot at the exit

A very warm welcome to our Church
today. We especially welcome Simon
& James as they are admitted to
Communion this morning. We hope
that you will find something of the
presence of God in our worship and
among those you meet.

Nightshelter. Jane Kosa will be coordinating the hosting of
the Nighshelter at St Mark’s for eight weeks in the New Year.
If you are interested in helping, then please do contact her,
directly or via the parish office.
Save the date: Wine tasting in aid of our Charity of the
Month led by Robert Stanier on Saturday 18th January at
7.15 p.m at St Mark’s Hall.
Gin: Blomfield’s gin is available after our services.
Many thanks to those who sang carols in the Victoria Pub on
Tuesday evening and to those who came to support.£145
was raised in the process which has been donated to
Kingston Churches Action on Homelessness (KCAH).

For your prayer: Please give your request to a member
of the Ministry Team, or speak to Clare Chesterman in the
Parish Office (contact details on the front page). If you wish
someone’s name to appear on the pew sheet it will remain
there for 6 weeks. That person will be prayed for at weekly
services, and also regularly by those involved in healing
ministry.
For prayer: Mary Rice Nancy Vlasto Moira Frau
Margaret Parker John Fowler Rita Burrows
Colston Hartley
Years mind: Percy Squirrell Florence Roberts
Muriel Larson Gwyneth Thomas

11:30

10.00

Morning Prayer – St Mark’s
3:30 & 5pm Christingle- St
Andrew’s
Midnight Mass – St Mark’s
(11pm Carols before the
service)
BCP Communion– St
Andrew’s
Family Christmas Eucharist –
St Andrew’s

Please take this pew sheet with you.
Please recycle this pew sheet
Contacts
The Rev’d Robert Stanier 020 8399 0639
Vicar
robertstanier@btinternet.com
The Rev’d Michael Johns-Perring
07748455773
Curate
sasmscurate@outlook.com
Clare Chesterman, Parish Administrator
St Mark’s Church, St Mark’s Hill, Surbiton,
Surrey, KT6 4LS
Office Hours: Tues-Thurs 9.30 am -12.30pm and 1.30pm3pm Fri 9.30am – 12.30pm: please note closed in the
afternoon.
Telephone: 020 8390 9129 e-mail:sasms@btinternet.com

www.surbitonchurch.org.uk
www.facebook.com/SurbitonChurch
Twitter @Surbiton_Church

There is an induction loop in both churches - please turn
your aid to the ‘T’ setting.
You can follow the service in the Liturgy Service Booklet;
this pew sheet will give you information about the readings
and hymns; you will also need a Hymns Old & New
Hymns NEH
Music Setting

Missa Brevis - WILLS

Introit

The Angel Gabriel - PETTMAN

Introit hymn

10 Long ago, prophets knew

Collect
God our redeemer,
who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of your Son:
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour,
so we may be ready to greet him
when he comes again as our judge;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Today’s themes
The passage from Isaiah is notoriously controversial. Does the
word here translated as ‘young woman’ more naturally translate
as ‘virgin’? It’s got an awful lot of an afterlife in the concept of
the virgin birth. You can still, of course, believe in the virgin birth
without so translating Isaiah 7.13, but the Old Testament
prophecy makes less sense: unlike the NRSV translators,
Matthew went for the translation that meant ‘virgin’ and used it
to make sense of the virgin birth, which in this case he focalizes
through Joseph’s eyes. Paul is less bothered by this, merely
noting that Jesus was descended from David, according to the
flesh: his status as Son of God comes from his resurrection
rather than his birth.
First Reading
Reader

Isaiah 7.10 -16
Linda Taylor

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your
God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I
will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then
Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you
to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the
Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with
child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He
shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse
the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to
refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two
kings you are in dread will be deserted.
Psalm 80
you that led ¹ Joseph ¹ like a ¹ flock;
before Ephraim, ¹ Benjamin ¹ and Ma¹nasseh.
and ¹ come to ¹ our sal¹vation.
4 Turn us a¹gain, O ¹ God;
show the light of your countenance, ¹ and we ¹ shall be ¹ saved.
how long will you be angry ¹ at your ¹ people’s ¹ prayer?
6
you give them a¹bundance of ¹ tears to ¹ drink.
and our ¹ enemies ¹ laugh us to ¹ scorn.
and the branch that you ¹ made so ¹ strong for your¹self.
perish ¹ at the re¹buke • of your ¹ countenance.
the son of man you ¹ made so ¹ strong • for your¹self.
give us life, and we shall ¹ call up¹on your ¹ name.

Second Reading
Reader

Romans 1.1-7
Martin Taylor

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart
for the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his
prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son,
who was descended from David according to the flesh and was
declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of
holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our
Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to
bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the
sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong
to Jesus Christ,
To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.
Gospel

Matthew 1.18- end

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When
his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they
lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling
to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her
quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David,
do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and
you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.’ All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the
Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’,
which means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep,
he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as
his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had
borne a son; and he named him Jesus.
Address

Jackie Robbs, Reader

Admission to Communion of Simon and James
Includes: Brothers and sisters, today we are welcoming Simon &
James to Holy Communion. As parents and godparents, and as
the community of St Andrew and St Mark, we share the
responsibility of encouraging them in their worship, and of
supporting them by our friendship, our example and our prayers.
Will you help them to grow in faith and love?
All: We will!
Intercessions

Valerie Baxter

Offertory Hymn

185 Sing we of the blessed Mother

During the offertory hymn a collection is taken for the work of
the church: please give generously. If you are moved to do so,
please ask for info about planned giving, if you do not do so
currently. There is also a card reader available at the back of the
church should you wish to make a cashless donation after the
service today.
Communion Hymn

161 For Mary, mother of the Lord

Communion Anthem

Ave Maria- ELGAR

Please come forward for Communion if it is your custom, or for
a blessing as directed by the Churchwardens.
Notices
At the dismissal

186 Tell out, my soul

