Trump, the Mail & the mixed

Along with just about the entire British nation, | find
Donald Trump for the most part pretty repulsive.

This latest needless provocation of Iran seems like
the first really dangerous thing he's done, but he is
pretty clearly infantile in so much of what he does;
his treatment of women is appalling; | could go on,
and yet...

And yet, after decades of steady deterioration in
Waestern relations with North Korea, at last there
seems to be some progress. Of course, nothing is cer-
tain, but any chance of reducing the chances of a
nuclear war has to be a good thing... Clinton, Bush,
Obama all got nowhere: now there seems to be
movement.

| hesitate to praise him for anything, because the
whole package is so appalling, but, actually, why not?

Closer to home, | find much of the Daily Mail's cover-
age pretty awful. Their attack on judges as ‘enemies
of the people’” was a particular low, in my book, but
you could also pick up on their coverage of immigra-
tion and much more. And yet...

... it seems to me that their campaign about reducing
our use of plastics has to be applauded. They were
banging on about it years before Planet Earth Il hit
the screens. Again, it was twenty years ago now, but
they famously tock the right, and risky, line about
naming the killers of Stephen Lawrence.

Actively to praise Donald Trump or the Daily Mail fo
something can seem risky, and yet why? o

It surely expresses the obvious, that pretty much’

of us are mixed bags; there’s goodness, for sufe, bt
there’s selfishness as well. That is the nature of the
human condition, as the Bible expresses in its stories
from Eden onwards. But we should acknowledge it

good when we see it.

The curious feature of social media, which you w'buid
think would bring the world fogether, is that it h
actually fostered division. People send out a Twee
which is ‘liked’ by a host of their Twitter followers,
an endless round of confirming their own bias:aniﬂ
prejudice, at the expense of due consideration of'th!fé jff:
possible merits of positions other than their own.

After a social media campaign, Oxford University stt;ﬁ-‘:
dents last week forced the removal of a portrait of -

Theresa May from the geography depariment; the -
portrait had been one in a series of notable al'umi‘n:a'eff.'
Their justification: May’s role in the Windrush" sca
dal, as Home Secretary and Prime Minister. o

There has rightly been a backlash. Windrush'E isime
portant, but May’s sheer achievements in beingzdn_!:y I
the second female prime minister, or—to take a Iibé_r:— '
al cause— her crucial advocacy of gay marriage... s .
that not worth putting into the equation? Lo

Seeing the positive in people from whom we ihsti'ncf :
tively shy away protects us from blinkered tribalism. .
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