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A VIEW FROM THE VICAR

To be a church is, in the image of St Augustine, to set up a city of
God in the middle of a wider ‘city’, be that imperial Rome, or
modern day Britain. These cities are not different entities in that
they exist in the same space, but they are different in that they
inhabit different spheres, in terms of their dimensions. As the
hymn has it, while the church is eternal, London, like all of ‘earth’s
proud empires’ will indeed ‘pass away.’
On the one hand, our Annual Report is a fantastically earthly
document, featuring moments in time and a lot of numbers,
assessing church fabric and spend; getting the accounts together is
no mean feat. On the other hand, these are the accounts of an
organisation trying to achieve something greater.
For some time, we have been trying to balance a number of
different financial constraints with a desire to widen our ministry.
To take the biggest and perhaps the most dull, repairing the roof
at St Andrew’s is still an unknown quantity; drones have been sent
up, reports made, photographs taken and different solutions
considered with a view to making it fit for the next fifty years. We
are a long way down the road of knowing the cost, but not quite
there yet. Similarly, it is only now that we are beginning to know
how much income the halls and buildings lettings will give for us
each year.
What is looking increasingly possible is that we can (should?) pay
for more ministry: using the resources of this ‘city’ to put towards
the building up of the greater city. Right now, we are still
processing how best to use our funds, and how much we should
be asking the congregation to give. The survey results are in, but
we haven’t analysed them fully; however, thank you for the
seventy of you who gave your responses.
To pay for ministry is in itself to have one foot in both ‘cities’, the
temporal and the eternal. Ministry is about God’s kingdom, but a
minister still has to pay their Council tax, get food on the table and
the like. As in the Annual Report, the heavenly and the earthly
overlap. For most Anglican churches, the only way through which
paid ministry can happen is via the wider diocese; our parish looks
to be in a place where we can do some of this ourselves, though it
may need improved giving to achieve it.
Nothing is yet set, but in the next few months, this is the sort of
thing this parish will be considering via churchwardens, PCC and
others. Look out for more on this over the summer.
www.surbitonchurch.org.uk

By: Robert Stanier
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ADVERTS & NOTICES
Following on from Charlotte New’s article
in our Jan/Feb edition ‘View from a New
Pew’ we would love to hear about your
summer travels around the UK or even
abroad, visiting a new church or
Cathedral.
We will run a September piece on this
using all your travel stories &
photographs.
Thank you.

…....................................................................................................

IS ONLINE!!!
The magazine can be viewed on the SASM website under the News tab. Please take a look
& invite all your friends to view as well.
Thank you.

www.surbitonchurch.org.uk
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ADVERTS & NOTICES
Our Creative Layout Editor, Katie Smith
and her partner Jeff Jones discreetly
spliced the knot at St Mark's church on
13th April.
It was a very happy day and the
wedding was a wonderful success.
The reception was held at The Mitre
Hotel, Hampton Court.
Very many thanks to everyone who
made the day so special, notably
Robert Stanier, Anne Barker, Simon
Harvey and our most excellent choir,
the Mothers Union (who provided the
lovely kneelers which were used for
the first time) and our Churchwardens.
We wish Katie and Jeff and their
children much love, joy and happiness.
Jacqui and Mike Smith

….................................................................................................................................................

ST ANDREW’S & ST MARK’S MOTHERS UNION

At the March branch meeting David
Candlin, Ordinand, gave a very
interesting illustrated talk about his
experiences during his placement in
Cameroon. He taught the group a
Cameroon greeting, which we all
enjoyed joining in with. We wish him
all the best in his final training and in
his new Parish.

At the beginning of April Mothers’ Union members from
the Kingston and Richmond Deanery celebrated Lady Day
in Christ Church, East Sheen. A number of branches
processed with their banners and Audrey carried our
branch banner. Lady Day celebrates the Annunciation
when the Angel Gabriel told the Virgin Mary she was to
bear a child. Similar Services are held around the world
involving a million Mothers’ Union members. The Service
was followed by a very enjoyable and relaxed lunch in
their new church hall. Each branch contributes different
food courses.
www.surbitonchurch.org.uk
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ST ANDREW’S & ST MARK’S MOTHERS UNION
At the branch meeting in April we
welcomed Marjie Grant from Kingston
Welcare. She spoke about the activities
on offer for the various families that use
their facilities. She has extended an
invitation to all who would like to visit
Welcare at 53-55 Canbury Park Rd,
Kingston upon Thames KT2 6LQ.
At the end of April Audrey and Christine
attended the Diocesan Festival Service at
Southwark Cathedral. The Revd Esther
Foss, Diocesan Chaplain preached a very
amusing sermon on ‘mothers’.

Forthcoming meetings:Wednesday 16th May 2018, at 20:00 – A talk by Carole Bourne about
her time with the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in
Palestine and Israel, in St Mark’s Church.
Wednesday 20th June 2018, time to be confirmed - a 125 year
celebration of our branch in St Mark’s Church.
The Mothers’ Union is an organisation of over 3.6 million women and
men living in 79 countries who believe in the importance of families.
Our branch has meetings on the third Wednesday of the month,
usually in St Mark’s Church, and all are welcome.
If you would like more information, please telephone Christine on
01372 373 024.

By: Christine Waller

www.surbitonchurch.org.uk
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RE-ENACTMENT OF CHRIST’S BURIAL TOMB AT ST. ANDREW’S
The lovely interpretation of Christ's burial tomb, which graced the nave at St Andrews over
Easter, has been widely admired. The project was suggested by Delyth Gadd, who was assisted by
her daughter Gracie, husband Chris and Celia O'Neill. John Kelly took the photographs. Grave
clothes lie under the canopy, with a purple sash portraying Christ's Passion. Gracie suggested that
a long ribbon of cloth be laid out on the ground to show the path to the tomb. The beautiful
fabrics covering the roof of the tomb are saris, which Celia obtained from a Sri Lankan shop in
Ewell Road.

Close up of the beautiful fabrics &
vibrant colours.

www.surbitonchurch.org.uk

JESSIE BOWRING'S POSTCARD TAKE II
In our last edition, we looked at an old postcard of St Mark's Hill, Surbiton, which was sent to Vi
Fullick of 'Mandeville', Lovelace Road, Surbiton 100 or so years ago. The sender was identified as
Jessie Florence Bowring, at one point a resident of Mandeville.
My account left off with Jessie portrayed as a downtrodden, domestic drudge. When I researched
this, the family name of Bowring appeared at every level of society, from the most affluent to the
poorest. One Bowring was an aristocratic member of the Women's Suffrage Movement; two local
Bowring's are described as a 'Field Worker' and another as a 'Tradesman'. The evidence I gathered
suggested that Jessie was probably 'In Service'.
I thought that there was a good story behind Jessie's postcard, but my limited expertise in this area
prevented further investigation. Fortunately for us, a member of our congregation passed on our
magazine to a friend, John Hobday, who is a keen local historian and genealogist who took over the
enquiry with considerable enthusiasm and skill.
John's painstaking research has uncovered a most fascinating account, which belies many of my
initial conclusions. John takes up the story:

St Marks Hill, Surbiton.

www.surbitonchurch.org.uk
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JESSIE BOWRING'S POSTCARD TAKE II
I can add a little more to the story of Jessie Florence Bowring and her family who sent the postcard
of St Mark’s Church featured recently in Spire & Tower. Readers will recall that this card was posted
to her friend Vi Fullick of Mandeville, 13 Lovelace road, Surbiton sometime during the reign of
George V.
Jessie was the daughter of Andrew and Marianne Bowring who married in 1844, Shoreditch.
Marianne’s maiden name was also Bowring, so presumably they were cousins. Andrew was born
on 24 March 1818 in Exeter, but according to the 1861 Census was living in Hampton Road,
Twickenham where Jessie was born in 1860. She had four brothers and five sisters. She never
married and died in 1935, Hove.
By 1871 Andrew’s business – he was an outfitter - had done well enough to enable him to have a
cook, a coachman and a housemaid and live at Devonshire Lodge, Kingston Hill. By 1881 he had five
servants and was living at Westcroft, Kingston Hill and by 1891 he was living with his wife, children
and grand children at Meadow Lodge, Kingston Hill. He died on 17 January 1900 and is buried in the
family vault at Kingston cemetery. He had considerable wealth and all his children were
remembered in his Will, including Jessie who inheritance included money and a house in Thames
Road, Kingston. In 1903, his widow gifted a new pulpit for St Peter’s Church, Norbiton in his
memory. This pulpit was designed by John Oldrid Scott, the son of Sir Gilbert Scott.
Marianne died in October 1908.

St Peter’s Church 1914

St Peter’s Church present day

Pulpit at St Peter’s Church
Photograph taken by John Hobday

www.surbitonchurch.org.uk
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Andrew’s and Marianne’s children were:
Marianne Elizabeth, born 1845 in Fenchurch Street, London
Alfred, born 1848 in Dalston
Edward John, born 1851 in the City of London
Frances, born 1853 in Twickenham
Emily Jane, born 1855 in Twickenham
Frederick William, born 31 October 1856 in Twickenham
Alice, born 1858 in Twickenham
Jessie Florence, born 1860 in Twickenham
Walter Andrew, born 4 March 1862 in Twickenham
Phoebe Katherine, born 15 May 1865 in Cobham

JESSIE BOWRING'S
POSTCARD TAKE II

Marianne Elizabeth married William Ritchie Steven (an accountant born 1842, Edinburgh) on 9 July
1868 at St Peter’s Church, Norbiton. They appear to have had seven children. There’s a little bit of a
mystery regarding William as he last appears with his wife, some of her siblings and their children on
the 1871 Census, but Marianne is not described as a widow until the 1901 Census so perhaps he lived
abroad. In 1911 she was living at Ness House, 2 Surbiton Hill Park and died on 4 June 1920 in
Dorcester.
The ‘poorly’ brother referred to on the postcard could well be Alfred. He appears on the 1901 and
1911 Census returns as a patient in a small private asylum in Whitham, Essex. In 1911 he was there
with just four other patients and was described rather sadly in the terminology of the day as ‘feeble
minded from infancy’. However, he seems to have been well cared for as he lived until the age of 85,
dying in 1933.

Edward John became a solicitor and in 1878 married Florine Preston Tilt born 1858. By 1911 they
had four children and were living at Westcroft, Lovelace road, Surbiton. He died on 30 May 1921 at
Hartley Wintney, Hampshire. Florine’s father was the Court artist Frederick Arnaud Clark Tilt (18231869) who was commissioned by Queen Victoria to paint her portrait as a gift to George Peabody in
recognition for his work in building housing for the poor of London.
Frances married Charles Neville Biggs on 22 August 1874 at St Peter’s, Norbiton. Charles was a
men’s wear outfitter born in 1846 Islington. He is described as a yeoman with 160 acres at Beaconsfield on the 1871 Census. They had no children and a record from 1920 shows that they were living
at Mandeville, 13 Lovelace road which could explain Jessie’s visit around that time. Frances died in
1931, Kingston; Charles died in 1932, Kingston.
Emily Jane married Malcolm Stuart Cooke on 22 August 1878 at St Peter’s, Norbiton. He was born in
Kennington in 1854 and was a member of the London Stock Exchange. They had six children and in
1911 were living at Tankerville, Kingston Hill – a house with 17 rooms! Emily died on 16 March
1929; Malcolm in 1933.
Frederick William became a hosier and shopkeeper and on 10 June 1880 married the sister of his
brother Edward’s wife – Ada Preston Tilt, born on 8 April 1859. By 1911 they had seven children and
were living at Kingston Lodge, Ewell. Their daughter Maud, born 7 September 1889, was living with
them in 1939. Frederick died in 1941; Ada in 1943.
Alice doesn’t seem to have married and appears as a visitor to various relations and friends on censuses. She also inherited a house in Kingston from her father in 1900, but died suddenly in April
1902.

JESSIE BOWRING'S POSTCARD TAKE II

Walter Andrew became a medical practitioner and surgeon. In 1895 he married Blanche Amy Wilson who was born in Ireland and they had a daughter, Sybil, born in Surbiton on 26 September
1896. They moved from Surbiton to Brighton in 1907 so that he could take up an appointment at
Sussex County Hospital. However, they divorced in 1909 and he later met and married Margaret
Lewis in 1913. On the 1911 Census he appears with just Sybil and Jessie who is described as having
‘private means’. Their home was a 14-roomed house called the Pines, Furze Hill, Brighton. He employed four servants including a nurse - possibly to look after Alfred when he stayed there as he
seemed to have done according to Jessie’s postcard (unless, of course, the ‘poorly’ brother was
Walter himself – but Walter did live on until 15 March 1951, and still at the Pines).

Phoebe Katherine married William Fowler Paul on 1 May 1888 at St Peter’s, Norbiton and had four
children by 1911. Their second son, John Andrew Bowring Paul, was killed in action in 1916 aged
just 22. William, a stockbroker, was born in Fulham on 7 March 1859 and died in 1943. Phoebe
died in 1952.
Who would have thought that so much could come from just an ordinary postcard and I am indebted to Michael Smith who carried out the initial research that I have built upon here.
Incidentally, according to the 1911 Census, Mandeville had 11 rooms, a family of four named Liversidge who were also there in 1901 and two servants (neither called Vi Fullick). Interestingly, a few
houses away on Lovelace Road was St Brelades, the home of William Fruing Warne who was a
member of the family that ran the publishing company responsible for Beatrix Potter’s books.

I am extremely grateful to John Hobday for his excellent article and skilled, wide ranging research.
Absolutely fascinating!
I have three outstanding questions though: 1. Who was Vi Fullick and what was her relationship to
Jessie? 2. Why was Jessie reluctant to leave and does she refer to Mandeville or her home in
Brighton (or somewhere else)? 3. What was it that she "had to put up with"? I doubt that we will
ever find an answer.
ANYONE?
Editor

www.surbitonchurch.org.uk
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THE BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP

Here we have an article for you to use in your parish magazine to help explain why daily Bible reading
is so important:
It’s said that if a ballet dancer doesn’t practice for one day, she notices. If she doesn’t practise for two
days, the class notices and if she doesn’t practice for three days, the whole audience notices. It might
not be so immediately obvious if Christians don’t read the Bible every day, but sooner or later, it will
be noticed.
Different Christian traditions give different weight to the habit of daily Bible study, but all are agreed
that it’s an important discipline: a practice to be fostered, along with prayer, worship, reflection and
service, if faith is to grow deep roots.
Our enthusiasm for Bible reading may wax and wane: life becomes busy or difficult, we drift away and
don’t know how to return, scripture no longer seems to ‘speak’ to us, we get bored, distracted or
discouraged until daily Bible study becomes a joyless ‘ought’ another niggly, guilt -inducing ‘should’.
But what if, instead of thinking of it as a duty, we think of it as a gift: a lovely opportunity to sit in
God’s presence, focus on his word and keep the channels of communication open.
Daily Bible reading notes nourish and inspire on good days, but they come into their own when we’re
flagging. They provide a structure, a manageable passage of scripture and the thoughts of a wise,
compassionate and experienced commentator.
BRF offers six different series of Bible reading notes from the seriously theological to the quietly
contemplative, from notes for women to reflections for older people. The most popular series is the
approachable and illuminating New Daylight, offering insight into God and into scripture. Whichever
series you choose, it will introduce you over time to the whole sweep of scripture, from Genesis to
Revelation, allowing you to absorb its wisdom, develop your understanding and encounter daily
inspiration, encouragement and challenge.
Eley McAinsh
Editor of Bible Reflections for Older People

www.surbitonchurch.org.uk
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JUNE CHARITY OF THE MONTH
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QUESTION HOUR DUNCAN VOGLER

What is Your Name?
Duncan Frederick Vogler
Where were You born?
I was born in Surbiton
What family do you have?
A sister, Brother - in Law and a Nephew
What is your occupation?
I am now retired.
I had several jobs after I left school but I ended up
working in the Library Service for 28 years.
How long have you been attending St Andrew's and
St Mark's?
Since I started Sunday School aged 8 in 1948.
I have been a Server since 1954.
What is your idea of perfect happiness?
Apart from attending church on Sundays, playing
table tennis, attending a Debating Society and
playing darts.
How do you Relax?
I enjoy swimming and walking.

www.surbitonchurch.org.uk
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QUESTION HOUR

“Trust in God & Christ & as one goes
through life things are not going to
change”
What are your favourite Bible verses?
Romans Chapter 8 verse 38 and 39
'For I am persuaded that neither death nor life
nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor heights,
nor depths, nor any other created thing shall
separate us from the love of God which is in Jesus
Christ our Lord.
What single thing would improve the quality of
your life?
Not to worry about anything.
What is your Favourite Meal?
My favourite meal is Spaghetti Bolognese.
Most enjoyable book?
Any history book.
Where do you like to go for holidays?
Sardinia and holiday camps in England.
What is the most important lesson life has taught
you?
To trust in God and Christ and as one goes
through life things are not going to change.

Thank you Duncan.
www.surbitonchurch.org.uk
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THE CHILDREN’S CHOIR GO FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH

Few people would plan to spend Sunday
morning persuading eighteen over-excited
children aged six years upwards to line up,
process, sit on the chancel quietly and then sing
in a Eucharist church service. Yet this was how
Simon Harvey, our Director of Music spent the
morning of Sunday 4th March at St Mark’s
Church. And he succeeded: with patience,
humour and the odd firm word, he persuaded
them all to focus and follow the service, sitting,
standing and singing in the right places. To
anyone who has spotted our adult choir drop
their music, pick up the wrong piece of music or
process in the wrong direction, you will know
that none of this comes naturally. Simon had
clearly rehearsed the children well. We, the
adult choir, sitting behind the children, were
very impressed, as was the congregation. We
also enjoyed the flash card prompts that Simon
held up to the children and wondered if this
innovation might help us adults too…..

This was not the only musical challenge of the day for there was an evensong at St Andrew’s that
evening which incorporated twelve singers from Hollyfield School Chamber Choir, as well as the
church’s own choir. This was their preparation for a visit to Worcester College, Oxford on Friday
9th March. The school’s own Director of Music, Sarah Neville, conducted the combined choir,
whilst Simon accompanied on the organ – as he did on Friday in Worcester College as well. The
Hollyfield Choir was not used to singing evensong and so the service at St Andrew’s was an
opportunity for them to become familiar with this ancient but beautiful service. The music for
the service included a piece of music new to our choir, a lovely anthem by modern composer Bob
Chilcott: “Be Thou My Vision” in which two of the Hollyfield Choir sang beautiful solos.
Why do this? Do we need to bother children with these formal sung services? Spoken services
and services with congregational singing alone are equally important forms of worship. However
I believe that formal services such as sung Eucharist and Evensong can play a valuable role too,
with the music adding another dimension and colour to the words of the service. As well as
supporting the congregational hymns, a formal choir can produce more textured music in four
(or more) parts and a changing menu of pieces suitable for each service and season.
Furthermore, these formal sung services have a long history. They have become a form of
common global language that unites us, and one which has attracted the skills of some of our
greatest composers and still inspires modern composers today.

www.surbitonchurch.org.uk
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FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH

Yet this form of worship requires a commitment
to learning. It needs trained singers and a skilled
organist. Just like joining a football team, a
choir requires a commitment to put in the time
to learn the music and to practise together to
make sure your part fits with everyone else.
Unless young people are encouraged to make
this commitment, these skills will be lost. This is
not an easy matter in the modern age, where
entertainment is available at the flick of a switch
and people expect instant results, without
working hard to get them. With so many
distractions on offer, it takes a serious
investment of effort to introduce young people
to the joy and commitment that making real
music demands. Just as the view from a
mountain top is all the better for having made
the effort to walk all the way up, so too is the
journey to learn to read, sing and perform
music. None of this happens without rehearsal
and some serious work: there are no short-cuts
in music. The Church has an important role in
supporting young people as they embark on this
journey, whether as singers or organists.
Without this, the next generation of churchgoers will be poorer.

By: Katrina Lidbetter

“I will sing to the Lord,
I will sing;
I will make music to the Lord, the God
of Israel.”

www.surbitonchurch.org.uk
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JOKES & QUOTES

Taken from burlesonanimaler.com & www.guys-sports.com

…..............................................................................................................................

William Cowper 1731-1800

William Wordworths 1770-1850
www.surbitonchurch.org.uk
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THE POWER AND THE GLORY: BY ROBERT STANIER
Each year, the clergy of the Church of England compete in an inter-diocese cricket
competition, the Church Times Cup; each year, hope springs up in the souls of the
participants; each year, for all of us except those in London Diocese, the season
ends in defeat. For those who remember Surrey in the Fifties or Yorkshire in the
Seventies, then you can imagine London in the 2010s. The other finalist changes,
but one is always London, with a seemingly endless stream of virile curates.
I was ordained not in London, but in Southwark. We are a middling diocese, who
win and lose in roughly equal measure, but what follows is the tale of our one
great triumph: some may think of 2012 as the year of the Olympics, but for those
of us involved, it will always be the year of Southwark’s glory.
It started with the arrival of Heston, a charming curate from Cape Town, who
smote the ball through the off side ring, like Samson wielding the jawbone of an
ass through the Philistines. St Albans did not know what had hit them when we
chased down 270 in 40 overs.
On to a quarter final against Exeter, which we won, but en route Heston top-edged
a pull into his face and ended up in casualty. Without our Samson, we were
destined to lose the semi-final to a strong Lichfield side, but it was rained off;
Southwark were sent through by a quirk of run-rate in the earlier rounds so
obscure that even Duckworth, Lewis and Stern’s algorithmic excellence would be
hard put to explain it.
And so to Southwark’s first Church Times Cup final since 1975 against our nemesis,
London. Heston was fit again, though his wife insisted on his wearing a helmet; by
happy chance the Petertide ordinations also brought us Susikaran, brought up in
Chennai, bowling nibbling medium-paced seam that you associate more naturally
with the Lancashire leagues. Armed with these two men from the Anglican
Communion’s remoter outposts, we stood a chance.
London set us 232 to win. In return, we limped along; Heston, in his helmet for the
first time, simply could not time the ball. We still needed 35 from the last four
overs, when the Reverends Coulson and Jelley came together. They had a
combined age of 118 but the kind of determination only displayed by Shackleton in
the Antarctic - or Southwark Clergy who have been beaten by London every year
for the previous two decades. They ran like demented rabbits, and brought us
home with two balls to spare.
The victory has not been repeated; Heston and Susikaran have departed for Leeds
and Portsmouth Dioceses. Before we played London this year (a 125 run defeat), I
overheard one of their players say to another in the changing rooms:
“We don’t have to worry about this lot, do we? They hardly ever beat us.”
“No, but when they do,” said the other, “they go on about it for years.”
He was right. We do, and I have just done it again.
Robert has kept very quiet about this, but his article was the winner in the Wisden
Writing Competition 2017. “Well done that man!”
Wisden Cricketers’ Almanack 2018 is published by Bloomsbury.
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THE WINTER NIGHT SHELTER 2018
According to official figures more people are sleeping rough on the streets of England than at any point
this decade. Local councils estimated there were approximately 4,751 rough sleepers on a single night
in Autumn 2017, according to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government. The figure
shows a 15% increase from 2016 to the highest point since comparable records began in 2010.

As part of our social action in the community and for the
second year running, in association with Kingston Churches
Action on Homelessness, St Andrews and St Marks Church
hosted the Night Shelter for six consecutive Sundays from
February to mid-March 2018. The shelter was hosted in St
Marks Church hall and was open from 7.00pm to 7.30am
providing guests with a warm welcome, a hot evening meal,
company during the evening, a 'bed' for the night, and
breakfast.
The Winter Night Shelter, unlike many shelters, is a 'wet
shelter' designed to cater for the more entrenched rough
sleepers with greater drug and alcohol dependencies, which
can be more challenging.
The shelter is run solely by volunteers and it was great to see
so many people, 30 volunteers in total, give up their time to
support this worthwhile cause. As well as covering the shifts
we had volunteers cook a variety of hot meals, puddings and
homemade muffins. We also received generous donations of
clothing, underwear and toiletries which were distributed to
our guests.
Over the six Sundays we had a total of 54 guests, both male and female plus 2 dogs. The tragedy is
that the youngest of our guests was a young lad of 19 and a woman in her early twenties. Some
guests were more challenging than others but every guest has a story to tell.
Most of the guests know each other and there is a camaraderie amongst the more entrenched
homeless, who look out for each other. One of the more popular guests was Josh (not his real
name), an alcoholic who despite having spent several months in rehab, relapsed and was back
sleeping rough on the streets again. Josh had a great sense of humour and was very entertaining
and it was quite sad to see how alcohol was affecting his health. He desperately wanted to get off
the alcohol and was going 'cold turkey', unfortunately this resulted in him having a couple of fits
resulting in a couple of trips to A&E. At 64 years of age, Tony (not his real name), was the oldest
guest who brought along his two dogs, who were less trouble than some of the guests. Tony is ex
armed forces and although he has no drug or alcohol issues, has some issues. His greatest
contribution was to rate the various shelters, similar to Trip Adviser and I'm pleased to say St Marks
received top marks for its state of the art television system.

www.surbitonchurch.org.uk

THE WINTER NIGHT
SHELTER 2018

A rule of the night shelter is that if
someone turns up at the shelter and
they are not on the list they don't get
in, although sometimes exceptions are
made. On the first night of the shelter a
woman turned up who was extremely
inebriated, she could hardly walk and
had to be helped in by a couple of the
guests. The temperature that evening
was bitter and was predicted to drop to
minus 4 degrees centigrade so as coordinator I called Matt, operational
director KCAH, and we agreed that she
should be allowed to stay overnight as a
one-off.
On another occasion one of the guests turned up with a friend who had been
visiting him from Hull and he had missed his last train home. As neither of them
were inebriated or looked like they would cause any trouble he was allowed to
stay the night.
As many of the guests suffer from substance misuse or mental health issues the
night shelter is not without its problems and sometimes guests can be quite
rowdy, occasionally aggressive either with other guests and or volunteers. I'm
pleased to say that any such incidents were handled very well by the volunteers
and overall we had very few problems.
Thanks to the night shelter some guests are able to get the help and support they
need from various organisations and are able to move on to the next stage and
hopefully rebuild their lives. Sadly for every guest we help there will be another
person waiting to take their place on the street, but I'm sure with the help and
kindness of our volunteers we will be open for 'business as usual' next year.

By: Jane Kosa

WEDDING MEMORIES
A bride who married at St Andrew’s Church,
Surbiton, on September 17th, followed a family
tradition by choosing the church where her
parents had married. Not so unusual, you may
think. But John and Rosemary McGoldrick’s
service took place almost 75 years after
Rosemary’s parents’ wedding in 1942, and more
than a century since her grandparents began
worshipping at St. Andrew’s shortly after their
marriage in 1906.
There were many differences between Peter and
Marion Andrews’ celebration and that of
Rosemary and John. The first wedding took place
in wartime, when clothes coupons were needed
for new outfits, and Peter married in his army
uniform. Both were serving in the army, and
Marion’s mother made her dress and kept it until
they could get leave at the same time. After just
four days together they had to return to their
units, not knowing when or if they would see
each other again.
Today, the recently-married couple live
in Northern Ireland – where John was
born – so making the arrangements to
marry in Surrey was complicated in a
different way. But they were able to
enjoy a fortnight’s honeymoon in the
Canary Islands.
These photographs add a poignant
touch. They were both taken under the
yew tree in the grounds of the church,
which has grown much larger and is
still flourishing.

Written by: Rosemary McGoldrick (Hillyard)

www.surbitonchurch.org.uk

For longtime inhabitants and
worshippers, Marion was born at
Jeffcoate in Cottage Grove, and her
sister, Joan, lived there with her
mother until the late 1960s. Peter’s
father, Alfred Andrews, was a
newsagent in Maple Road for many
years until the ‘50s. The couple met at
the local primary school in the 1920s.
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Dulwich Opera Company presents Mozart's Così fan tutte
Saturday 23rd June, 7.00pm
St Andrew's Church, Surbiton
Dulwich Opera Company are making their debut at St Andrew's, this June with Mozart's
classic tale of love and deception. Described by Opera Today as “compulsive and
enjoyable”, this young and vibrant company look forward to bringing their acclaimed
production of Mozart's comedy to Surbiton. Featuring a cast of young professional
singers, this production presents an elegant take on the comedy. Set to some of
Mozart's most glorious music, the opera is performed in the original Italian with English
subtitles.
Tickets available in advance from www.dulwichoperacompany.org.uk/box-office
Dulwich Opera Company was established in 2014 to showcase emerging professional
artists and to attract new audiences to opera. The company presents an annual
programme of fully staged productions, as well as smaller scale semi-staged
performances, and education projects. Having developed a loyal following in the Dulwich
area, they began touring in 2017, and are building on this in 2018, with a tour of
Mozart's Così fan tutte, produced by an international, young and exciting creative team.

Dulwich Opera Company
Sign up to our mailing list at:
www.dulwichoperacompany.org.uk
Follow us on Twitter: twitter.com/dulwichoperaco
Facebook: facebook.com/DulwichOperaCompany
Instagram: instagram.com/dulwichoperacompany

www.surbitonchurch.org.uk

ERICA THE DONKEY’S PALM SUNDAY PARADE

Erica the donkey came from
home in Guildford to St
Mark’s church to lead the
Palm Sunday parade down to
St Andrew’s. Although she
was in a stubborn mood, the
crowd didn’t seem to bother
her; as she shares a paddock
at home. The parade was
halted because she was
reluctant to move with a
carrot (one of her favourite
foods, which also includes
hay). However, we made it
without any accidents and
Erica could go back to rolling
in the mud.

Written by: Tessa

“For ask the animals
and they will teach you…in his
hand is the life of every living
thing and the breath of all
mankind.”

www.surbitonchurch.org.uk
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This summer we are running a postcard
competition.
We would love to see a postcard of your
summer travels & a short descriptive piece on
where you have been & what you did. We
would particularly welcome contributions from
younger writers.
This may be while you are exploring the
countryside, a day trip to London, a holiday
abroad or even in your own local town.
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Create your piece on the template below &
hand in by Sept 1st.
The prize announcement will be in our
Sept/Oct edition, with a photograph of the
winning piece & your details.
£10 Amazon Gift Card for the winner.
Please write your full name & contact details
….........................................................................................................................................................................

YOU CAN USE A4 PAPER TO DRAW OUT YOUR POSTCARD IF YOU PREFER NOT TO CUT UP
YOUR MAGAZINE

SASM CHILDREN’S CORNER BY CHARLOTTE NEW

Focus on: Westminster Abbey
On 16 June, a group of us are making a pilgrimage to Westminster Abbey in Central
London. It is a wonderful church, still used for regular services and dates from the time
of Henry III in the 13th Century. However, it has been a place of worship for over a
thousand years starting with a Benedictine Monastery founded under the patronage of
King Edgar (heard of him?) and St Dunstan around 960AD.
This Children’s Corner is focusing on Westminster Abbey.

www.surbitonchurch.org.uk
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SASM CHILDREN’S CORNER

Poets’ Corner
In the South Transept of the Abbey, there is any area where authors, poets, playwrights
and famous people from the arts are buried and commemorated. The first poet buried
there was Geoffrey Chaucer who wrote in Medieval English. This is the opening line of
the Prologue in his famous Canterbury Tales? ‘Whan that Aprill with his shoures soote?’
What do you think ‘shoures soote’ means?
(i)dark showers (ii)long days (iii)sweet-smelling showers (iv)nasty-smelling showers
It might be easier to match the famous characters to the writers commemorated at the
Abbey … how well can you do? Answers below. Their books are worth a read.
1. Tiger, Tiger, Burning Bright.

A. Lewis Carroll

2. Alice in Wonderland

B. Rudyard Kipling

3. Ebeneezer Scrooge

C. Ted Hughes

4. The Iron Man

D. William Blake

5. Mowgli

E. Edward Lear

6. The Owl and the Pussycat

F. Charles Dickens
WAR AND THE ABBEY

The treasures of the Abbey were evacuated during the Second World War, 1939 – 1945,
and sand bags used to protect tombs and items that could not be removed. The
Coronation Stone was even buried secretly in the Abbey. Wax funeral effigies were
stored in Piccadilly Underground Station. Overnight on 10 May 1941, the Abbey sustained its worst hit – flames were said to have reached 40 feet in the air. Fortunately,
given the preparations to protect its treasures, not too much damage was done.
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SASM CHILDREN’S CORNER
‘ROYAL WEDDINGS’ WORD SEARCH
The Abbey has been the setting for every coronation since 1066 and sixteen royal weddings. Prince
Harry’s wedding to Meghan Markle is on 19 May at St George’s Chapel in Windsor, but can you
find the following royals who have been married at Westminster Abbey in the word search below?
HENRY I - ELIZABETH II - PRINCE WILLIAM - KATE MIDDLETON - GEORGE IV MATILDA (WIFE OF HENRY I) - JOAN OF ACRE (Daughter of Edward I) - PRINCESS
PATRICIA (Queen Victoria’s granddaughter) - PRINCESS ANNE.
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THE ABBEY LIBRARY – BOOKS AT BEDTIME?
Since 1591, the Abbey library has been housed in the East Cloister in a former monastic dormitory: where the monks would have slept. It now holds over 14,000 books from before 1801
and over 60 manuscripts – many of which are medieval (so probably written using the same
vocabulary as Geoffrey Chaucer). Interestingly, at Durham Cathedral there is an intact monastic dormitory and guess what it’s used for these days … it’s also a library!

INTERESTING FACTS – ABBEY BELLS
The first recorded reference to bells at the Abbey is from 1230: King Henry III asked Edward of Westminster
to make a bigger bell for the Abbey than any he had made before. The following year, Edward was asked to
make a small bell, one to be in tune with the great bell.
There are now 10 bells, one of which, the tenor bell, is tolled on the death of a royal or the Dean of
Westminster.
The bells are rung for church festivals, saints’ days and special occasions. A full peal takes 3 hours to complete and the bell ringers commit the 5000 changes to memory. Un – BELL –ievable!

Take care until next time. Charlotte New.

Answers: Poets’ Corner - Shoures soote: (iii). 1D, 2A, 3F, 4C, 5B, 6E.

SURBITON HIGH SCHOOL FRIENDSHIP HOUR

"Back to School" A poem by Anne Thomas
There is such pleasure in this life, especially when you're
old, when people still have time for you and stories can be
told.
The girls who come to Friendship Hour who welcome us
for tea, how different is their world today from how ours
used to be.
The way they all use mobile phones and understand
computing is done with complete naturalness which does
not bear refuting.
They like to hear of things we've done, the wages we were
paid, the ups and downs of daily life, the choices that we
made.
So come along if your alone on Tuesdays 4 till 5, join in the
chatter, meet the girls, help keep the school alive.
SURBITON HIGH SCHOOL FRIENDSHIP HOUR 4-5PM EVERY TUESDAY TERM TIME. USE THE 6TH
FORM ENTRANCE.

…..................................................................................
Once again, John Perry and Tim Lavis are looking for volunteers to be
a part of the door-to-door collectors team that takes to the streets in
May to collect money on behalf of Christian Aid. I suspect this year
will present us with a greater challenge than normal in the light of the
sexual misconduct scandals that rocked the charity sector and Oxfam
in particular earlier this year. Christian Aid has made strong
statements about how it manages and deals with such incidents and
although it had to investigate two such incidents of sexual
misconduct in its own organisation last year, resulting in the dismissal
of one staff member, Christian Aid acted promptly in dealing with the
issues and to the satisfaction of the Charity Commissioners to whom
it reported the incidents at the time.
If anyone has any concerns about Christian Aid in this regard, please
see us to receive a detailed statement from Christian Aid on this
subject or visit the Christian Aid Week website
(caweek.org/resources). It is important that the deplorable behaviour
by a few individuals does not undermine the vital, effective and lifechanging work done by Christian Aid and other aid organisations.

www.surbitonchurch.org.uk
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A further challenge this year is the need for us to be compliant
with new data protection rules called GDPR. To a large extent,
this is to do with how securely John and I keep information
(addresses and phone numbers for example) of volunteer
collectors. The new regulations require that John and I should
specifically obtain your permission to hold this information and
we shall be looking to do this in the days and weeks leading up
to Christian Aid Week.
Despite the difficulties outlined above, we hope we can
encourage you to support Christian Aid Week once again this
year both as a volunteer collector and as a donor. Last year, as a
parish, we collected over £2,694 that went to help the very
poorest people in the world. The particular focus for this year is
to support the displaced people in Haiti (like Marcelin, see
below) following the hurricanes that have devastated the island
in recent years. There are still 38,000 people living in tents there
and more than 2 million people in need of humanitarian support.
This is a chance for us to help the very poorest people in the
world. By collecting door-to-door, it also gives us an opportunity
to engage with people who live in the community around our
churches.
Finally, perhaps we can encourage you to follow in
the footsteps of Margaret Palmer who this year will
be collecting for Christian Aid 60 years after doing
so for the first time, nearly 50 of those years here in
Surbiton. That is an impressive feat in its own right,
but when you take into account that Margaret does
3 rounds, as much as any other individual collector
in the parish, then Margaret really is to be
congratulated on her fantastic service to Christian
Aid over many years.
If you feel inspired by what Margaret has done and
you have collected in the past, we hope that we can
rely on you to help once again this year. If you
haven’t collected before, can we encourage you to
join the team this year and be a part of this
worthwhile exercise. Please do contact us if you
would like more information about what is involved.
Tim Lavis
timlavis@hotmail.com
0208 224 1085

Margaret Palmer has been collecting Christian
Aid for 60 years. OUTSTANDING!

Let us pray
For grateful hearts
For sympathetic hearts
And wills quick to help & persistent in effort.
That our nation & government
May give generously for relief of refugees.
That all nations may live free from fear & free from want.
Amen.

John Perry
0208 977 6802
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MARCELIN’S STORY

Marcelin lost his home and livelihood when
Hurricane Matthew hit Haiti in September
2016. ‘I lost pigs, goats, everything in the
house. I have nothing left,’ he says. He now
lives in an old concrete shower block, a tiny
space he shares with his teenage daughters.
There are no windows or doors, and the only
furniture is a single bed that the girls sleep on.
Marcelin has shown incredible resilience in the
face of such hardships and is working hard to
raise his children alone. Every day he gets up at
dawn to work the land but he’s struggling to
support his family. The changing weather frequently destroys the food he grows and his
family often go hungry. He can no longer afford
to send all his children to school and is unable
to save any money for a new home.

So, this Christian Aid Week,
will you build hope in Haiti?
Christian Aid knows how to make it happen – of
the 700 houses it built after the 2010 earthquake, just one needed to be repaired after
Hurricane Matthew. But it’s relying on the kindness of people like you to be able to do more,
and reach more of our global neighbours in
their hour of need.
www.surbitonchurch.org.uk

Written by: Tim Lavis
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TEN POEMS ABOUT GARDENS
I am most grateful to Olga Wickenden, who gave me a small book, 'Ten Poems About Gardens' when
I first became Magazine Editor. I have re-read them many times!
The poems below are reproduced by kind permission of Candlestick Press.

Inscription for a Moss-House in the
Shrubbery at Weston
Here, free from riot’s hated noise,
Be mine, ye calmer, purer joys
A book or friend bestows;
Far from the storms that shake the
great,
Contentment’s gale shall fan my seat,
And sweeten my repose.

Weston Underwood, Buckinghamshire

William Cowper (1731-1800)

Inscription for the Moss-Hut at
Dove Cottage
No whimsy of the purse is here,
No pleasure-house forlorn;
Use, comfort, do this roof endear,
A tributary shed to cheer
The little cottage that is near,
To help it and adorn.
William Wordsworth (1770-1850)

www.surbitonchurch.org.uk

Dove Cottage Grasmere, Lake District
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MINISTRY STAFF TEAM
Rev’d Robert Stanier

Vicar

robertstanier@btinternet.com
0208 399 0639

Janice Price

Reader

janice.price3@btopenworld.com
07790708877

Jackie Robbs

Reader

Care of parish office: 0208 390 9129

Sarah Stokes

Pastoral Assistant

sarah_stokes@btinternet.com
0208 399 2527

Charles Bamford

Safeguarding Officer

07908815352

Diana Lewis

Safeguarding Officer

dianalewis1710@gmail.com

Simon Harvey

Director of Music

simonharvey2017@gmail.com

Michael Smith

Magazine Editor

mjs25smith@outlook.com
0208 399 8865

Katie Smith

Creative Layout Editor

kns78@outlook.com

CHURCHWARDENS
Roger Jones

rogercjones@btinternet.com
0208 399 6261

Anne Knowles

amknowles@blueyonder.co.uk

Anne Miller

a.miller573@ntlworld.com

Martin Taylor

mtonfuss@gmail.com

PARISH OFFICE
Clare Chesterman

Parish Administrator

sasms@btinternet.com
0208 390 9129

ADDRESS
St. Mark’s Church, St. Mark’s Hill, Surbiton, KT6 4LS

OPENING TIMES
Tuesday-Thursday 9:30am-12:30pm & 1:30pm - 3:30pm & Friday 9:30am-12.30pm.

SERVICE CALENDAR

May to 1st Sunday of July 2018
Sun 6th May, 6th Sunday of Easter
8am BCP Communion, St Andrew’s
9.15am All Together Eucharist, St Mark’s
11.00am Morning Worship with Baptisms, St Andrew’s
6pm Choral Evensong, St Mark’s
Thurs 10th May, 7.30pm, Ascension, Choral Eucharist, St Mark’s
Sun 13th May, Sun between Ascension and Pentecost
8am BCP Communion, St Mark’s
9.15am Family Service, St Mark’s
11.00am Choral Eucharist with Sunday Club, St Andrew’s
4pm Confirmation service, St Andrew’s
NO SERVICE AT 6pm
Sun 20th May, Pentecost
8am BCP Communion, St Andrew’s
9.15am Morning Worship with Baptisms, St Mark’s
11.00am Choral Eucharist with Sunday Club, St Andrew’s
6pm, Service of Wholeness and Healing, St Mark’s

Sun 27th May, Trinity Sunday
8am BCP Communion, St Mark’s
9.15am Family Service, St Mark’s
11.00am Choral Eucharist with Sunday Club, St Andrew’s
6pm Evening prayer with silence, St Mark’s

www.surbitonchurch.org.uk

SERVICE CALENDAR

JUNE & JULY
Sun 3rd June, Corpus Christi
8am BCP Communion, St Andrew’s
9.15am All Age Eucharist with Children’s Choir, St Mark’s
11.00am Morning Worship with Baptisms, St Andrew’s
6pm Choral Evensong, St Mark’s
June 9th: COME AND SING CHORAL EVENSONG event: 6pm at St Andrew’s
Rehearsal from 3-5pm.
Sun June 10th, 2nd Sun after Trinity
8am BCP Communion, St Mark’s
9.15am Family Service, St Mark’s
11.00am Choral Eucharist with Sunday Club, St Andrew’s
6pm Compline, St Mark’s
June 17th, 3rd Sun after Trinity
8am BCP Communion, St Andrew’s
9.15am Morning Worship with Baptisms, St Mark’s
11.00am Choral Eucharist with Sunday Club, St Andrew’s
6pm, Service of Wholeness and Healing, St Mark’s
June 24th, 4th Sun after Trinity
8am BCP Communion, St Mark’s
9.15am Family worship, St Mark’s
11.00am Choral Eucharist with Sunday Club, St Andrew’s
6pm Evening Prayer with silence, St Mark’s
July 1st, 5th Sunday after Trinity
8am BCP Communion, St Andrew’s
9.15am All Together Eucharist, St Mark’s
11.00am Morning Worship with Baptisms, St Andrew’s
6pm Choral Evensong, St Mark’s

www.surbitonchurch.org.uk
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